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Meetings,  Activities, Contribution (e.g. statement / workshop) during the reported period:  
Trade and Development Board: 66th session 

The UNCTAD is the focal point in the United Nations for the integrated treatment of trade and 
development and the interrelated issues of finance, investment, technology and sustainable 
development. In between the quadrennial meetings of the United Nation on Trade and Development, 
the Trade and Development Board oversees the activities of the organization. It meets in Geneva 
in a regular session and up to three times a year in executive sessions to deal with urgent policy 
issues, as well as management and institutional matters. The great number and variety of  topics 
(https://unctad.org/en/Pages/Meetings/working-party.aspx ) dealt with by the UNCTAD organisation 
in the form of specialised expert meetings are visible on the home page of the Board (financing of 
development, consumer protection, e-commerce, accounting standards, etc. and ECOSOC).   
Although the debates of the Board are far less fascinating for external attendees than expert 
meetings, they deal with the core of the management of the UNCTAD, its admininstrative matters 
and strategic policy, and the difficulties and conflicts expressed there reflect well the overall 
development problems all over the world. 
 
The 66th session of the Board dealt basically with the problem of inequality – a drag on reducing 
poverty and attaining the Sustainable Development Goals, in particular number 10 (means to achieve 
this goal and trade policies and their impact on inequalities). It also dealt with digital development 
and South-South cooperation in particular. The Trade and Development Board examined what is 
needed, from different policy angles, to redress the disturbing inequality, which has long-lasting and 
potentially profound negative implications for global growth and the eradication of poverty by 2030. 
UNCTAD's activities in all the fields covered by the experts’ group were reviewed and a number of 
administrative reports treated. In preparation for UNCTAD XV, the Board discussed the means to 
make the forthcoming quadrennial conference as meaningful and impactful as possible. 
 
However, on topics of complex and sensitive matters such as e-commerce and the international 
regulation on the flow of data, no conclusion of the expert meetings could be reached, because of 
diverging opinions within the group, the first time in UNCTAD's history. The final text was useless. 
In this case, the experts should be released from the obligation to get a negotiated outcome and the 
text should reflect the debates, or be restricted to the points of agreement. It must be stated that 
UNCTAD meetings are NOT a negotiation forum - by contrast to the WTO, but are to provide a safe 
forum for the valuable and professional exchange of knowledge and opinions, so that such events are 
considered  useful, and discussions shall continue, as the issues are of utmost important for 
developing countries who need to join the new “digital industrialization” . 
Finding resources or opportunities that can benefit BPW members: none 

Other comments : none 


